A quantitation of myelin-associated glycoprotein and myelin basic protein loss in different demyelinating diseases.
The loss of myelin-associated glycoprotein (MAG) and myelin basic protein (MBP) was compared by quantitative immunocytochemistry in demyelinating lesions of measles encephalomyelitis (ME), multiple sclerosis (MS), and progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy (PML). Serial sections from paraffin-embedded tissue were reacted with antisera for MAG and MBP, and areas of staining loss were compared morphometrically. Lesions in ME showed MAG loss equal to that of MBP, lesions of PML showed MAG loss greater than that of MBP, and MS lesions showed a mixture of patterns. These data demonstrate distinctive patterns of MAG and MBP loss in these three diseases.